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PETITIONER QUESTIONNAIRE
The following questions are quite lengthy and detailed.  They are intended to give a precise account of the entire relationship of the parties, especially prior to and at the time of the wedding.  Any information gathered about the common life of the marriage, both at the beginning and the end, is useful in understanding the mindset and intentions of the parties at the time of consent (exchange of vows).
It will be very much appreciated if you will:
· Answer each question, clearly numbering the question being answered

· Answer each question thoroughly, avoiding “yes” and “no” answers unless it is clear there is no other answer

· Type your answers in black ink on white paper, using the number provided for each question – we do not accept handwritten testimony
· Use letter size paper (8.5x11) and type on one side only.
Failure to follow these instructions will result in the material being returned to you, thereby delaying the process of the case.

I.  CONCERNING YOURSELF

A1.
Describe your parents.

A2.
Were there any problems in your parents’ marriage?  If so, give details.

A3.
How many brothers and sisters do you have?  What was your relationship with each of them?
A4.
Describe your home life during childhood and as a teenager.
A5.
Describe your religious upbringing.
A6.
Was there any history of alcohol or drug abuse in your family?
A7.
Was there any history of physical, mental, emotional, or sexual abuse in your family background?  If so, please explain.
A8.
Did you have any serious health problems growing up?
A9.
Did you experience any significant trauma as you were growing up? If so, please explain.
A10. 
Have you ever experienced any emotional, psychological, or psychiatric problems?  If so, please describe.
A11. 
Have you ever received counseling or treatment for emotional, psychological, or psychiatric problems?  If so, please give dates of treatment, the names of doctors, and where you received treatment.
A12.
What do you consider the good points in your character and personality? What do you consider the weak points in your character and personality?
A13.
What was your dating experience before you dated the Respondent?

A14.
Describe your job history before and during the marriage; approximate years in jobs and why you changed jobs, if you did.
II.  CONCERNING THE RESPONDENT

A15.
Describe the Respondent's parents.
A16.
Were there any problems in their marriage?  If so, give details.
A17.
How many brothers and sisters did the Respondent have?  What kind of a relationship did he/she have with each of them?
A18.
Describe the Respondent’s life during childhood and as a teenager.
A19.
Describe the religious upbringing of the Respondent.
A20.
Was there any history of alcohol or drug abuse in the Respondent's family?
A21.
Was there any history of physical, mental, emotional, or sexual abuse in the Respondent's background? If so, please explain.
A22.
Did the Respondent have any serious health problems growing up?
A23.
Did the Respondent experience any significant trauma growing up? If so, please explain.
A24.
Did the Respondent ever experience any emotional, psychological, or psychiatric problems?  If so, please describe.
A25.
Has the Respondent ever received counseling or treatment for emotional, psychological, or psychiatric problems?  If so, please give dates of treatment, the names of doctors, and where the treatment was received.
A26.
What were the good points of the Respondent's character and personality? What were the weak points of the Respondent's character and personality?
A27.
What was the dating experience of the Respondent before meeting you?
A28.
Describe the Respondent's job history, prior to and during the marriage; approximate years in jobs and if the Respondent changed jobs, please explain why.

III.  COURTSHIP AND ENGAGEMENT

B1.
When, where and how did you meet the Respondent?
B2.
How long had you known the Respondent before you started dating?

B3.
How old were you at the time the courtship began?  How old was the Respondent?
B4.
How often did you see each other while you were dating?
B5.
What attracted you to the Respondent?  Why was he/she attracted to you?
B6.
Describe your relationship during the time you were dating.
B7.
What did you do together while you were dating?
B8.
To what extent were you and the Respondent able to communicate honestly and effectively with one another?

B9.
Were you able to express and share your feelings with one another?

B10.
Did you and the Respondent engage in premarital sex?  If so, how did this impact your dating and eventual decision to marry?

B11.
Did both of you date exclusively during the courtship and engagement?
B12.
When did you believe you were in love with the Respondent?
B13.
What did it mean to you to be in love?
B14.
Was there anything unusual about the courtship?
B15.
Were there any problems in your dating relationship?  If so, describe the nature of the problems.

B16.
Were there any problems arising from cultural, racial, or religious differences?
B17.
Were there any problems with the abuse of alcohol and/or drugs?

B18.
Was there a premarital pregnancy?  If so, please answer the following questions:
· Had the topic of marriage been discussed before the pregnancy became known? 

· At the time of the pregnancy, were you engaged to be married?
· What was your reaction when the pregnancy became known?
· What was the reaction of the Respondent when the pregnancy became known?
· What was the reaction of your parents concerning the pregnancy?
· What was the reaction of the parents of the Respondent?
· If there had been no pregnancy, would the marriage have taken place?  Please explain.
· Did the parents of either party or any other person put any kind of pressure on either one of you to marry?  If so, please explain.
· Did you and the Respondent consider any alternative to marriage at the time the pregnancy became known?
· Do you have any other comments concerning the premarital pregnancy?
B19.
Did you break up while dating? If so, how many times and why?

B20.
How long did you date before becoming engaged?
B21.
Describe how the engagement came about.  Was there a formal marriage proposal?
B22.
Was the engagement ever terminated?  If so, please explain why and for how long?
B23.
How did your parents, relatives and friends feel about your relationship with the Respondent?
B24.
How did you get along with the Respondent's family?
B25.
How did he/she get along with your family?
B26.
How long was your engagement?
IV. CELEBRATION OF THE MARRIAGE
ANSWER QUESTIONS IN SECTION C1 IF THE MARRIAGE WAS ORIGINALLY CELEBRATED IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OR NEITHER PARTY WAS CATHOLIC AT THE TIME OF THE MARRIAGE
ANSWER QUESTIONS IN SECTION C2 IF THERE WAS A MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH FOLLOWING A CIVIL UNION (CONVALIDATION)
DO NOT ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN BOTH C1 AND C2 – CHOOSE EITHER CI OR C2
C1.1.
Where did the marriage take place? Who was the celebrant? Why did you choose this venue and celebrant? 
C1.2.
Prior to the marriage, did you receive instructions about marriage itself, e.g., from a priest, deacon, minister, Pre-Cana, Engaged Encounter, Evenings for Engaged, etc.?
C1.3.
If you did receive instruction prior to marriage, how did each of you react to the instructions?
C1.4.
What role did religion play in each of your lives at that time?
C1.5.
If you did not share the same religious beliefs, were there any conflicts about religion or raising children in a particular faith?
C1.6.
At the time of the wedding, did you have any doubts about spending the rest of your life with the Respondent?
C1.7.
Do you think the Respondent had any doubts about spending the rest of his/her life with you?

C1.8.
Did anyone advise you against this marriage?  If so, please explain.
C1.9.
What part did each of you play in planning the wedding?
C1.10.
Did anyone interfere with your plans?
C1.11.
Did anything unusual happen at the wedding or immediately preceding it? If so, please explain.
C1.12.
At the time of the wedding vows, did each of you believe that you were surrendering your freedom to marry again if this marriage proved to be unhappy?  If not, please explain.
C1.13.
At the time of the wedding vows, did each of you intend to be faithful to each other?

C1.14.
Marriage is a partnership whose goal is the good of the two people involved. Did you truly commit yourself to this partnership?
C1.15.
Did you and the Respondent intend to have children in the marriage?
C1.16.
Was there any kind of a pre-nuptial contract or agreement?  If so, please explain and submit a copy of the agreement, if available.
C1.17.
Did you write your own vows for the marriage ceremony?  If so, what were they?
C1.18.
Did either of you have any conditions, restrictions, or reservations before entering the marriage?
C1.19.
Was there any force or fear, internal or external pressure, leading either of you to marry?  If so, please explain.
C1.20.
What basic reasons did each of you have in deciding to marry one another?
C1.21.
Did you have a honeymoon?
C1.22.
Were there any problems, frustrations, or disturbing discoveries on the honeymoon?
·  OR -
C2.1.
Why did you decide to enter a civil union with the Respondent?

C2.2.
Why did the marriage not take place initially in the Catholic Church?  Please be specific in your answer.
C2.3.
Were there any problems in your relationship during the time you were civilly married? If so, describe the nature of the problems.
C2.4.
How long were you in the civil union before you were married in the Catholic Church?

C2.5.
What brought about your decision to marry in the Catholic Church?
C2.6.
Was there any pressure to get married in the Catholic Church by anyone other than the two of you?  If so, please give details.
C2.7.
Were both you and the Respondent in full agreement about the marriage in the Catholic Church?  If not, please explain.
C2.8.
Prior to the marriage in the Catholic Church, did you receive instructions about marriage itself, e.g., from a priest, deacon, minister, Pre-Cana, Engaged Encounter, Evenings for Engaged, etc.?
C2.9.
If you did receive instruction prior to marriage, how did each of you react to the instructions?
C2.10.
What role did religion play in each of your lives at that time?
C2.11.
If you did not share the same religious beliefs, were there any conflicts about religion or raising children in the Catholic Church?

C2.12. 
Were there any problems in your relationship at the time of your marriage in the Catholic Church?  If so, please describe.

C2.13.
If there were problems in the civil union, why did you get married in the Catholic Church?
C2.14.
At the time of the marriage in the Catholic Church, did you have any doubts about spending the rest of your life with the 

Respondent?
C2.15.
At the time of the marriage in the Catholic Church, do you think the Respondent had any doubts about spending the rest of his/her life with you?

C2.16.
Did anyone advise you against this marriage in the Catholic Church?  If so, please explain.
C2.17.
Did anything unusual happen at the wedding in the Catholic Church or immediately preceding it? If so, please explain.
C2.18.
At the time of the wedding vows in the Catholic Church, did each of you believe that you were surrendering your freedom to marry again if this marriage proved to be unhappy?  If not, please explain.
C2.19.
At the time of the wedding vows, did each of you intend to be faithful to each other?

C2.20.
Marriage is a partnership whose goal is the good of the two people involved. Did you truly commit yourself to this partnership at the time of the wedding in the Catholic Church?
C2.21.
Were you and the Respondent open to having children when you married in the Catholic Church?
C2.22.
Was there any kind of a pre-nuptial contract or agreement?  If so, please explain and submit a copy of the agreement if available.
C2.23.
Did either of you have any conditions, restrictions, or reservations before entering the marriage in the Catholic Church?
C2.24.
What did it mean to you to get married in the Catholic Church?

C2.25.
Who were the witnesses for the marriage in the Catholic Church?
C2.26.
What anniversary date did you celebrate as a couple after your marriage in the Catholic Church: the civil wedding, the church 
wedding, or both?

C2.27.
Do you have any other information regarding the marriage in the Catholic Church?
V.  THE LIFE OF THE MARRIAGE
(If there was a convalidation, this section refers to the time AFTER the convalidation and NOT the time after the civil ceremony.)

D1.
Describe the first year of marriage.


D2.
What roles did each of you assume during the marriage?

D3.
How and by whom were the decisions made in the marriage?

D4.
Did you have a satisfactory sexual relationship in the marriage?

D5.
Were contraceptives used in the marriage?  If so, by whom, and for how long?
D6.
How many children were born in the marriage?
D7.
If no children were born in the marriage, please explain why.
D8. 
How would you describe yourself as a parent?

D9. 
How would you describe the Respondent as a parent?
D10.
What role did religion play in the marriage?
D11.
When did problems first surface in the marriage?
D12.
Describe the nature of the problems.
D13.
Was there any professional counseling for the problems in the marriage?  If so, give the names of the counselors, dates, and places.
D14.
Were there separations during the marriage?  Why? How many? For how long?
VI.  THE END OF THE COMMON LIFE OF THE MARRIAGE
E1.
What was done to try and resolve the problems in the marriage?
E2.
When was the possibility of divorce first mentioned and by whom?
E3.
When did the final separation take place and why?
E4.
What attempts were made at reconciliation?
E5.
Were any other parties involved in the breakup of the marriage?
E6.
Who filed for the divorce?  When?  Where? What grounds?
E7.
How long did you actually live together?
E8.
Considering the problems in the marriage, why did you stay together for as long as you did?
E9.
Why do you believe that your marriage is null and void?  Remember that your answer to this question is not about the end of the common life of the marriage; rather, it is about why the marriage was invalid at the time of the bond, that is, when you spoke your vows.
VII.  POST DIVORCE ISSUES

F1.
Have both parties lived up to their financial, moral, spiritual, and family responsibilities to the children from the marriage?
F2.
Have you remarried?  If so, give name(s), religion, date(s) and marital status of your spouse(s). Did this person have any part in the breakup of your marriage?  (If there is more than one marriage, give information about each marriage.)
F3.
Has the Respondent remarried? If so, give details. Did this person have any part in the breakup of your marriage?
If you have any other information about your marriage, please add it at this time.

In accord with the law and the natural right of defense, the Respondent will be given the opportunity to review the testimony you have provided.  

I, the undersigned, declare under penalty of perjury, that the answers I have given, are the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  SO HELP ME GOD
I further promise that I will not discuss this information with any other party or the witnesses that I have named, until the case has been concluded.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Date
	
	Signature of the Petitioner
	


The Questionnaire, with your signature, must be returned with your answers.
Due to the requirement of canon law to have original documents and original signatures, we cannot accept any response by email or other electronic means.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Revision Date: 1/11/2024
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